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The Practice and Impact of Public Access in
the Southern Three Pavilions of the Si Ku Quan Shu

Zhang Yinlong' Shi Weiwei' Chi Yu®
1. School of Humanities of Huzhou University , Huzhou 313000
2. Tsinghua University Library, Beijing, 100084

Abstract During the planning and construction of the Southern Three Pavilions of the Si Ku Quan Shu, Emperor Qianlong explicitly
designated them as national-level libraries open to the public. He issued three successive imperial edicts to elaborate on their signifi-
cance. From the day of their completion, all aspects of their operation—including personnel management, financial planning, spatial
layout, catalog compilation, and scheduling of opening hours—were closely centered around the principle of public access. Further-
more, an examination of borrowing records from senior officials, local administrators, scholars, and students reveals that the firsthand
borrowing experiences of these literati serve as compelling historical evidence of the Southern Three Pavilions’ implementation of public
access policies. Historically, the commitment to public access upheld by the Southern Three Pavilions, along with its practical imple-
mentation, not only marked a new stage in the evolution of Chinese librarianship but also laid a solid foundation for the future develop-
ment models of public access in libraries. The development of public access in libraries during the late Qing Dynasty and early Repub-
lic of China actively incorporated Western public library concepts, yet its roots and inspiration can still be traced back to the pioneering
practices of the Southern Three Pavilions of the Si Ku Quan Shu.

Keywords Southern Three Pavilions; Library; Public access
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